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finencial holdings, the scope

ing order of July 26th was not

prise, dbut a distinot shock ¢
ocounter move hsad been prepa
and, in the typloal Japane
and more specific and detalle
had similar orders and estab
tions as precedents and expe e & pers
fairly and efficiently 1-pld£ilt our order,
the first experience Japaﬁ has had in freezing
of & foreign power, and like the hunteman préparing
a squirrel stew, they threw in all the aveilable .
*sorap", the reahltant concootion being extf;loly ;
indigestible to American residente of Japan.- The
sweeplné regulatione embrace numerous foreign .;b
change control and other lawe formerly. in force, th
crerting legal barriers against. practioally etpgy"
liberty American individuals and corporations pre;"<
viously enjoyed. ' T ¢ i
" Moreover the interpretation and enforot&o
ment of this array of regulations has been pﬂqp 3 h’
in the hande of inexperisenced dbut -upor-conlcion i‘w 4.
officiale who, in their zeal for detall and ﬁirfe t '
gploed with an inherent dislike of forsigners -~ nc
partiocularly Americans - havo'ln most &nstances ¢wf
to
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lj. “

a O‘to travel withi 'thné areas or to- '-.
~ depa: rer the Onitea States, refusal %o allow tan&a
m Miom passengers, in some instances
‘ .Qonfiluntion‘ of Ameriocan property, and ex-
bitant doianu for retirement allowances by em-
Qp]pyou of American firms, are ’l.l indicative of
'g Iho prov‘ins.u animosity & t
" ‘lﬂ feeling also exists agal
. but the .tutua- of the Unite
ehutlt ruponuihle ‘
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-
It s not surpriasing tizt the Jananese ™

Aroy ls exerting every nosslble effurt tosards ths

enterprissa frog 583,3 which 1t contrels - anl

| pteady ocourse of eliminsting all nen-Japanese

® :
particularl ! yr2as wnder Ameriuvsn ané Gritish

mWWFis nee beer wraceeding wilth vro-
 &rsselve raplalty for the past ceveral years ond 18

-

" : convictlion that Arny Mghér.tugs,
ally the Young Offi r Grou s m; 2g0 read
¥ . . . —
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glhe able to must
' Ravertlng to the freezi
ianﬁ the Japanese Wé on i m &J

, weuld hA be£ vastly differsnt hu& he rim
Govf-mneﬁt first preunted ite plan for foz-ciu
i1tes order against Japanpl ‘mesets and l@iﬂ.m'
to the Japanese Goveranment with them'icatﬁn .
that such privileges emboa;ed therein u?uld be ex~

‘r

tended to Japanese natiomals in the United States .
provided sinmilar orivileges &*oxte\nﬁa to ¥
Americ.ans residing in Jazpen. The voluntary grant- j
ing in the Unltéd States of such llberaly exeuptions

Lo Ja;:;a-nese residents m&;ﬁ little if eny impression
‘on the authorities in Jap;gn, particulerly the gube
ordinate police officials in the interior districts .i’
of Japan and in Manchuria and China., Furthersore, j
the 1dez behind the American order was not so much

to impose regtrictions on individual Japsness es y -

to implement the control of Japanese aggsets in the
1 L)

United States, to prevent the use of the financlal

feollities of the United Gtates in ways harmful

to netional defense and other American %ﬂtoruts
+
to curb subversive activities in tﬂ‘ Unl?ed

{ i

Stated,

‘ .
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,‘4"‘ n"

such 1 tr’uc‘z‘

trade und serionsly 4int

between local foreign and J &
these finsnolal m&’ de ¢ 4, ?
greatly intensified by the i

4\ 4 & ‘
regulati *torocd relat!

-

absolute refusal q police offioc: ' 4
Ansricans to luvﬁ'

reasons for the

of American firms. Thes: o
advantage of the prevailing distur
make exhorbitant and unreason

retirement allowances. I& hgn ,
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accepted practice in Janan for foreign firms and

individuals to pey higher wages and ealaries than

-

the domestic scale. Such wege and galary levels,
Phowever, were in lleu of the bomus snd retirement
Llowances provided for in the Japanese system,
‘The enforcement of the freezing orders, other cons
trel measures, and the tenge international situation
have seriously Jjeopardized the pc;sition of
’J erican a&siuc‘uhonoarns in Japan end have forced

mber to initi plans for liquidating ,their

nj | ¢ - loyeu‘_—‘egsmg this dile/mma,

patric : societies, and

. -

ivance of the police autho- 3
444 uloue &mrof-rotlro- '
g8 have hﬁ called for -

"g of ser- ‘5

"N )

.o**
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2/

‘nitted to the Departuent by cable and 4t 18 |

Ford and Singer have
is attached hereto a ¢ Y

recent conversation with Mr. .r

¥ansger of the Ford Company lh
this subjeot,

.

Amerioan' tea ooupmlo.l in Japan h
particularly hard 'hit by these freezing ordex

2
Detailed reporte of thelr poeition have

hoped that something ocan he done to r
from their extremely precarious situati

'ﬁhe.mstancen ol |
strate the wide dlep
acoorded Japanese in the United %a’le‘ hat ._'
meted out to Americans in -’Ye.pun ﬂnd'or m‘a é'

order. Here i1t was applied with special m

to individuals although American businees i
naturall; have been compelled to temporarily @*
e

their activities, However, the Jannneu ai'l 1

the greater sufferers.

Perhaps the phase of our orde q,
i

-

N
’
i
' .
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L3

»

4

¢ - Japanese peovle realize that it would be natlonal

suicide for thelr oountry to become engaged in an

all out war with the United States and Great Britain.

The only aopeful development is that this
arge percentage ¥ill finally muster sufficiens in-

to tip the scales in Japan'e favor,
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\ Bnclosure Ne, 1 to Despateh Mo,

5013 dated Oetober 13, 1941
\ from the Exbassy at Tokyo

+ Al ‘1
(Bureau of Foreign A *tho Commerce -

Depart~
nent Inatruction June 20, 1941, File 102,81/4078)

2 Strilotly Confidential Fortnightly Background
/3 Report Xo, 2
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' ——ABTH 20 2T
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Frank G, ¥illisms

Amorioan Pmbassy, Tokyo Date cf Completiont Sept, 29, 184}
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; ' ™ .
. The complete oessation of trade with the

United States and the major portion of the ®pritish
Empire as a rssult of the troéliﬁp orders has
notably intensified the already serious tluanl&nl
aituatxon vhich has gradually but steadily b.'l "

+

developing during the past four yesrs, Today Japan
is practically 1solated from theRoney and sommodity

'..
-
markets of all nations. Her ocsan going steamsrs are
either tied up in harboro.or being utilized by the

m}lltwy asuthorities as transporte, Her sxport un }
houses are filled with stocks of merchandise whieh ‘
cannot be moved and on which interest and sterage
charges arc eating aﬁiy profite, Corporate business
ercepting munitions is being severely restricted by
control measures and shortsge of supplies - and

prorita are dwindling, The rate of 1noroll- in

bank deporits is ehoving definite stgnc of receding

28 a result of ni.her operating s£nd living ocoste,

stagnated foreipgn trade, heavy shifting of industrial

>utput to munitions snd allied materialse, and de~

creasing volume of domestic husiness, The rate

of increase of nationzl savings 1s also fallimg

from hirher living costs and dull- bueiness conditions.
The sunply of money acpears to be short and infla-

tion continues upward despitec the atrenucus efforsts
being exerted to combat its spreading, The Bank

of Jeoan's note ilssue -~irculation on September 30th 4

rea:red a record high for the year of

e,

Yon
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Gevernment ts seriomsly MJ
of all Japanese asssts in Jepan in order
necessary fuada to finanes the war in China
augnented military expenditures sl home 4'“
other occeupied arsas,

Another importent phase of Japan's M X
oial situation is the urrwuty novw being mm i
in expending funds allotted ulw tie timl Wt._//
General industrial production is undoubtedly declin- "
Ang every menth beozusé of laok of eupplies, labor -
and official restrictions. Produstion of var |
gy probably ia being msintalned at s fairly "::
uniform rate, buk shis is cusstlionable and oven 3T
granted 1t cannot leng continue under existimg
conditions, There is reason to bellieve thcnfd!
that the reduotions recently announced in the curren$ ‘%
year's budret allotrents were maede posaible prin-

T

oipally through the inadbility of Sndustery to pro- i
duce the goods necessary to complete the -vqﬂ.m 'ﬁ
projects oonto-pla_tod vhen the budget allotuments ) "3
wvere approved, Also, an lng;ortant voint to keep in 3
mind ia that these reductions and dcr-mn : é
indicate the growing urgenoy of even the Japanese f‘:
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Government tightenia- 1ig .elt in ¢ e face of ‘he
falling rate of national savings 'nd e deelining
volure of ~svallable funds,

Then there zust be a saturating point
somewhere along the financial thermometer for
national bonds, According to t-e latest ‘inistry
of Finance report, lotal netional bond issues for the
first nine monthe of 1041 ag-regated Yen 5,682 million
and redemption Yen 5,:14 millien, giving » rate of
abscrption of 98,2¢, this compared vith 95,71 for the
corresponding reriod o} 1940, Bond issues for the
July-September quarter represented Yen 3,360 million,
an inorease of Yen 1,008 million eomu-od vith the
corresponiing period of last year, The rate of
digestion for the Juiy-s.ptubor quarter u; 01,94
against 957 for the preceding quarter and 93,5¢ for
the corresponding quarter of 1940, These figures
indicate a rather eignifioant decline in the absorp-
tion rate for the third quarter, The total amcunt
of China Ineident bonds issusd fros the beginning of
trhe Ghina Affalr to October €nd has reached the
snormous figure of Yen 18,004,800,000, ~ In other
words this figure represents the amount of actual
cash whish hae dasn se% aside so far to fimance the
var in China, Of ocourse this does not by any
Begns represent the tetal expenditures for this pur-

:
" o
f There
:
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There are many largé Japanese fliio
v;ioh have branches sbroad particularly in-the .
United 3tates and the Dritish Empire, Sines the
freezing orders went into effect these braneh
companises have Soon isolated from Japan and noit of
their normal business transsotions have entirely
cemsed, S3uch interects must represent high ine
vestzents in frozen funds, cargoee, eguipnent,
staff expenses, ete,, espeolally Tor ooncerns such
as Mitsui, Mitsubishi, Okura, N, ¥,K,, 0,6.K,, and
some of the large insurance companies. A report:
of all the roldines of Japanese intercets in the
United “tates, tre "hilippines, and the “awailisn
Islande based on the results of data acoumulated
from our freering order would be most illuminating..

Another strain on Japan's finanoial
gituation s2rising from the freeging order and the
reuﬁltant stornage of foreign trede is ihe finanoing
of merchandise wvhich was destined for expor?t,
Vany manufaocturers of export zoods are operating
on smell capital structures und are dependent
upon rapid turnovers, Thoro\must be millions of
" yen worth of poods intended for shinment abroad
which are no~ stored in ' arehouses with interest
and gtorage charges rupldly‘mountlng. Jome one
has to finance the ovners, “he Jovernaent has been
called on “or ssn'stance and has promieed something
1ike Yen 70 million in  subsidM@t this deviation

. of

4045
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- p ‘
| d&iﬁuﬂ- uemnly felt in oter a3
| fhe cesastion of experts and the
ing of Japanese oredits have plesed Japan in a
esbarrassing and soricus sitmatfen ia regasd %o
the fulfilment of exchange Oh in free
| surrensien espoolally Swedish kremen, There is
v aWer“nM“““"
16461, uigrooood to the Ambaseador giving s consrets
instancs of Japan's lnability to discherge a |
foreign exchange obligation, What has h""l'l
in that Japen is nov in exaetly the came mn‘
international finsnoisl position as “"designated
foreignere® are in Japan. Both Have mesets bus
seither can use them, Naturally Jspan ocan make
no purchases from sbroad under sueh finsnolial
Testriotions, for even suppliers of edsential -
Swedieh ball biarxﬁgo (3552 will not extend any
oredit to Japan until their matured exchange ocon-
—— .
tracts have besn ligquidated,
A This finanolial “encirelement” is reflected
in the new trade policy now being evelved wheredy ’

apravetr Wean

Japan %8s to ocurtail her exports Se other yen -buo
arsas and to Thalland, dut at the same time exaod
pressure on those areas for larger quantities of

L}

2ll kinds of rav materials to compensate for the

lossee in lmports from the United States, the

British Eppire and the "etherlands Tast Indles,
The

2 4"
o gl el
\ ',:2‘*&"’
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The prevailing shortage of practifally every vital

saterial preoludes the contimued large soale supply-

‘ ing of manufactured proeduots t¢ the yen b18e areas.
On the other hand the authoritiss here admit that the =
SRly sources of supply nov available sre within the -
oo~proeperity sphers, thersfore, thess sources must
be explored and developed in & most vigorous manner
snd the resultant materials transported so Jasan in
the shortest possible time. 8¢ now Japan 1s faced
vith the absolute necsssity of attaining that sslf-
sufficiency of wvhish she has se often and loudly
boasted,

Then ve twn to Japsn's complicated agri-
cultural finencisl problems, The Government recently
inereassd the offieial riee purchase i:rxoo in Japan
Proper by eeven yen and desided to buy up the .“t*r.,,
riee, vheas and barley creps, sxeepting emall

 quantities alleved te be retained by the farmers for
their own use, On rdoe alens the aigaented price
subsidy will aggregate semething ever Yen 400 million,
As the offielal selling pries has nes been changed
the Government will be Santa Claus to the farmors to
that oxteat, Farther expenditares vill meest prodedly
be made tovards satiefying the fareers of Taivan and
Chesen oa their ries preduction,

The rav e41X industry, whieh M
dapan’s real mensy 1n 80 far as foveign trale is eens
errned, Lv faolng certais dveademss. The rudden

5.
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. loss of a cash business running inte tho'noldli

borhood of Yen 450 million annually with-'me ' “\,
p prospeotive substitute market would be a lortol".
blov to any industry in any country. Te Japen N
the inpaét is particularly etaggering beoause E
of her inability to consucze the surplus silk, )
the disorganization it has ocaused in agrioculture
and the totnl loss of income in foreign ourrenciee
sorely needed for the purchase of vital materials
and squipment if and when the fraezing orders are
term!na ted,
Numerous o;hor instances oould be oited

s 1ndi&at1ve of Ja-an's increasing financial
burdens and Admoreasing resources., The loegs of
inoome from the thousands of Japanese nationale
livinz adbroad must reach quite a sizadle rlguri.
The same would apply to the wholesale evacuation
of forelgners from Japan, The lncfoallng rate of
taxation, tre added pressure being exerted on
individuals and private and corporate business
for large sozle purchases of naticnal donds, the
steady tightening of restriotions on expenditures
of all Xxinds, the ever mounting volume of Oévosn-ant
disbursements, together with other faotors previocusly

mentioned in this report, all point to 5ﬁdof1n1t.
———
neial position,

worsenin;- of /a~an'r Tina

Fo¥/mp

Diatributiont
Criginal and 2 copies to Department
1 heotograph conpy

fnolosure!
soe next page
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m& w gﬁn connectian r ‘1‘_“ ence 1e

U

i respeotfully
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ile No. 8350

» SW/mp

0 Enclosure: 1 - as stated A
Distribution: . -

Origiral and 3 copies to Department o~
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' 4979, October 18, 4 p.m.
MOST SECRET FOR THE SECRETARY AND PNDER (07 93 104

J- . SECRETARY. a T&Pm’rm OF STATE [~
®- - A high official of the Forcign Office today

handed an Embassy officisl the following manorandum

of & plan for quick commnication in the etvent of
an omergencey in the Far East, the need of which® °

was realized following the staff talks at Singa-

L OLS/ '&'_d

<

pore., HE expressed the hope that we would plact a

-~

corresponding plan into Effect without delay:
"One., In the present situation in the Par

E;st a threat from Japan might easily develop with

very little warning and it is not possible to

y6h ¥ 930
anTd

dt!t:min: in advance vhat typt of acticn by Japan
would necessarily call for military countéraction.
The Brit:izeh, authorities concerned have accordingly
“ been studying the problem of reducing to a ninimm
the delay vwhich might be caused in such an eventu-

ality by the necesity of intergovernmental consul-

ue LOO
“\} slzu . PQ :

tations A further provlem has oeen to ensure that

©
YH

all British
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such anthority would
qmﬁokzu pqum: thod
to I.onden. w ,
w&rning by o
on Which He* con)

warning.

0
Four. mt;lﬁ §

procedure would be r:pcattd by

Y
il 3 N




¢

o g

EXHIBITS OF JOINT COMMITTEE 4061

P v

3- #4079, October 13, 4 p.m,, frow London.

the authorities enumerated in peragraph two sbove
and also to the Governuents of Canada, Wew Zealand,
the Commonwealth of Australia, and the Union of
South A‘rricnq \
Five, Special arrangements hove been made
in London for any telegram sant under this system :
to bE nmtdiatzly ?alt viith by the highest polit- "
ical and mil.lt” autherities, - i ‘
Six. fis Majesty's Govermments in the dontn~ 0
ions are bti.ng invited to introduce analogous
crrangements, .
Seven. On the receipt in London of telesrams
of the nature conteuplated in paragraph thrge
cbove, the Poreign Officc will notify both the .
United States Ambassador and the Netherlands
Government by the speedicst possible means. '
Eight, It 1s hoped that the United St’a@?
«.ndl Netherlanda authorities will be willing to
corﬁidtr thz 1ntroduction of mm&w
ments whereby any information of
by Japan which the Tnited Stat :
authorities in the F.m East -::::Ev{; '
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~4~ #4979, October 18, 4 p.m., from London.

immediately cormmunicated not only to London but
also on a basis of reciprocity to the British
Cormander in Chief Far East through the most.
appropriate channel,

Nine, It is emphasized that the procedure
proposed is merely one of urgent reporting, A
decision as to action rmst, of course, lie with

the Governments corc erned," - =

. Al

WINANT,
wwe

b



EXHIBITS OF JOINT COMMITTEE




4064 CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION PEARL HARBOR ATTACK




EXHIBITS OF JOINT COMMITTEE




4066 CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION PEARL HARBOR ATTACK




EXHIBITS OF JOINT COMMITTEE 4067

- nrarson o
R noviziow

Sir: Mo
& !
o !.  In preply to State De
3 randum U-L 740.0011 P.W./570 of October 24, 1941 s rolative '’ .
4 ; to the plan of British officials for coordimtioa of urgent N
= ..gf communications in case of emergency in the Far Easet, the . B
N N g following comments are submitted. L 2
\n [ ¥} 3 - . . M
-y Ineofar as the Navy is concerned, it 1s belleved that - 8
n the communication channels and procedures now existing-a

entirely adequate for the transmission of urgent and import-
ant information and for insuring that information of this ;
. nature receives the prompt attention of appropriate -authori~

: ties. -Adequate arrangements sre in effect for full docal -
poperation between United States Naval and British Intelli-
oyce organization concerning Far Eastern matters,

ovd 11

.
-

In brief the'situation is as follows:

(a) Suitable codes and comimunication channels for t
ftransmission of information have been established Hetween
the Commander-in-Chief, Asiatic Fleet and the Commander=ing,
Chief of the British China station and have proved effecting
in use.

8

vo gFa3l
z1- JOE 51 4

-

(B) - All United States naval intelligence personnel on
duty In the Far East, including those statlioned in Australia,
New Zealand and Colombo, have been instricted to cooperate N
fully with BErltish Intelligence organs in their areas onall & -
intelligence matters concerning Japan. British naval intelli- =
gence officers have received similar instructions. i

{(¢) The Commander-in- Chief, Asiatic Fleet has estab~ 9
lished and 1s using effectively communication channele for =
the, transmission of Information to and from United States "’L‘b.
diplomatic arid consular officers in China. ° 'UQ"

(d) At important posts other than in China the United (J)g

States Naval Attache or United States Naval Observer is Avalldct
able to trensmit important diplomatic and consular inrot'matiob‘m';

2 L=
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Ve ! um Proao }
: : ,‘ )s t‘mn recel *"ﬂ
or orric are re-

ective means of rapid !ﬂcraenmmi.
ned between the Commander-in-Chief,
der-in-Chief of “the Netherlands I
herlande Navy Devertment in the Rothﬁ*

a w = s f
hn Bast Indies.

In view of the foregoing it is believed that a special

ayatem, including sbecial codes, for the transmission of urgent
information is entirely unnecessary. A

. . i Frank Rnox f
The Honorable “
b The Secretary of State.

# T . L
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//”WW FOR THE LIAISON OFFICER, DEPARTMENT OF STATE:

YR S S
o e
e oamnon” “, Subjects Plan of British Officials for Coordination
A v~ 1 of Urgent Communications in Case of an
Ty : Emergency in the Far Easte

A~

ls Referring to the British propossl transmitted as an en-
closure to your letter of October 24, 1941, on the above subject, the
War Department is of the opinion that existing methods of communication
are, in general, adequate for a rapid interchange of urgent intelligence __
covering Japanese military activities in the Far East,

4

E

-
2°0¥L

vision of
AR EASTERN AFEAIRS

LZ. With the sxception of the Philippines, the War Department
in the Far East no rapid communication facilities of its owm; its
resentatives therefore use the United States Navy radio nets
erever possible, and otherwise commercial radio or cable, Conse-
Quently it is believed this is a matter of primary interesat to the
Navy Department, All military intelligence officers are in constant
touch with their British and Dutch colleaguez and would thus receive
urgent information as quickly as undsr the proposed British scheme,

- 1
el s, '
e

Department of State

o1410Vd

VM

> 3s¢ With regard to details of the British proposal, paragraph 8
o i of the memorandum enclosed with your letter is interpreted to mem that [
1 United States authoritiee in the Far East would report directly to
&o‘ b London as well as to the British Commander in Chief of the Far East at O
1 \y Singapore, Tha United States should enter no agreement whersby ite (6}
\,V authorities in the Far East would report diresctly to London. The n
L 2 exercise of proper control by the United States Government in Washingten
" 2 3 would seem to demand that it retain sole authority to communicate with
0\ the British Government in Londone

i

T
7))
~
Le There appears to bs no objection to the adoption of a code Cz
warning to insure that the information which follows will receive the
prompt attention of the proper authorities concerned. The Unite r
States rapresentatives in the Far East ahould, (WOWever, daxect
communications to Washington, and, on a reciprdci¥l basis Y
and Batavia. On receipt of these messages, th Ntate Depin
promptly inform the British Ambasssdor in Was < The
with respect to reports from United States so

OCONFIDE
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o @CONFIDENTIAL

would thus conform with the procedure proposed by the British for re-
ports emanating from British sources.

Se The code word selected by the British to indicate warning
should be immediately reported to the War Department to insure that
the same word has not already been assizned by the United States as a
code name for another purpose,

For the Chief of Staff:
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hh cavle wasgent it canfidantial codo
thouic we caretuny aaramniey '
COMMuUNICELEE I8 BNySn&

92
)( Your 4979, October 18, 4 p.m.

\ 9*’3 Existing communication channels and procedures
Al

&
@
)

' n
é\ﬁm
iphered by

Sent by operator ... ¥ " ..

are oonsidered wholly adequeate for the tranemission of
urgent and important information and for insuring that
information of thie oharsoter receiveS the prompt aﬂp;uou
of the sppropriate high wthéyri.uu in Iumacta._ “THese
arrangements provide for oglmni.oluon betveen th: 4
Commander-in=Chief, Asiatioc Fleet, and the Commandersin-
Chier, British China station, the Commander-in-Chief of
the Netherlands Navy and the Chief of the Metherlands

Navy Department in the Netherlands East Indies, ao-weli

authoriviesy Arrangements have also been made for local
cooperation on the epot bet\vgon Amerioan aray and navy
intelligence officers and their British counterparts.

In view of the foregoing it 1s not belleve tha ang

ew arrangements need be made, Qi

/Ar
Dééﬁ o CEANH)

Fl4A3 ¥ B COVERANIRT FRINTING CFVICE

Mm/Sd X
O[Ld Teryuepyuoy

1 100°0¥L

oLS/¥VM O1410Vd
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' PARTICIPANTS: SECRETARY HULL AND THE BRITISHE AMBASSADOR,
: IORD LOTHIAM :

COPIES TO: A

=l
ere  r-idee

T 5

3 The Bryfilh Ambassador came ir at his request, having
) '

Aoﬁ? (LPV’ just returnad from London. He referred to the Far Eastern

1?';}<V situstion with aprrehsnsion, »aying that he believed the

“M°d 1100°0%L

Japanese were likely scon to attack Singapore. We dwelt
briefly on the genersl situation in the Far East as it
has developed thus far, I did not undertake to specify
just what the future plans of this Government in that are
would or might be from month to month and week to week,
but added that he knew the various steps 1in our progrui‘
thus far, which contemplated & firm and resolute pon‘oy-

'gu_’ﬂ
MWN-Sd E_m ov/

toward Japan, both diplomatically and.mili;u:ily,_:nd aid
to China at the same time.

The main point the Ambassador ralsed was that there '

should |

e
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s

should be conferences between the naval experts of our
two Governments with respect to what each would or might
do in case of military ocutbreaks on the part of Japan.
I ssld that, of courae, there could be no agreementas en-
tered into in this respect, but that there should un-
doubtedly be collaboration with the view of making known
to each other any and all information practiocable in re-
gard to what both might have in mind to do, and when and
whers, in case of a militery movement by Japan in the
South or in some other direotion.

The Ambassador sald that the information he had
gathzrod in London was that, while our Naval Attaché,
Admirel Ghormley, was a good man, he consistently declined
to discusa possidble future plans on the ground that he.had
sbaolutely no suthority. Thie brought him back agsin to the
question of military consultation among appropriate of-
ficlals of our two Governments in regard, for instance, to
the military situation that Singapore will present from all
standpoints until the conolusion of the war. He added that.
some naval experts felt that the Ameriocan lavy' might largely
make ita base at Singapore, and thet that would safeguard
the entire situation. He expressed the view tlutﬂ,“"yhoct
at Singapore could reach Japan mh sooner than e Jeapsnese
fleet could reach the Pacific Ocsan, amd that, therefors, '
¥ Y there . \'.:'.'

A %

ade 4 2, &
oA o e

79716 0O—46—pt. 20——8
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ihere would be no risk involved. I merely remarked that
that was a matter for expertsa to pass on, and he said '
he hoped there would be discussion between his and our
high naval officials with respect to all phases of the

Pacific situation.

c.H.

S CH:MA
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Memorandum of Conversation

DATE: December 13, 1940

SUBJECT: BRITISBH ATTITUDE REGARDING JAPANESE AIMS IN SOUTH SEA

PARTICIPANTS: BECRETARY OF STATE HULL AND THE BRITISH CHARGE

D'AFFAIRES, MR. NEVILLE BUTLER
! ~
H
COPIES TO: 2
(o)
o
=0
Q'} s"
" MNr. Neville Butler, Chargé d'Affaires of the Britieh =/
59 Embascy, ocalled at hie request and eaid he desired <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>